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%HQFKPDUN�5HTXLUHPHQWV��In accordance with University policy, the Department of Government and Politics has 
established benchmark requirements. Students are expected to demonstrate continuing progress in their majors by completing 
prerequisite or required courses with the appropriate grades within an established timeframe. Students who do not complete 
benchmark requirements will need to choose a new major and will not be permitted to return to the Government and Politics 
major at a later time.

%HQFKPDUN����6WXGHQWV�PXVW�FRPSOHWH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�IRXU�
FRXUVHV�ZLWKLQ�WZR�VHPHVWHUV�RI�HQWHULQJ�WKH�PDMRU�� 

o *937����ZLWK�D�JUDGH�RI�&-�RU�KLJKHU�

o *937����ZLWK�D�JUDGH�RI�&-�RU�KLJKHU

o 2QH�RI�67$7���+��0$7+ ����113,115,�������������or 
����ZLWK�D�JUDGH�RI�&-�RU�KLJKHU

o $FDGHPLF�:ULWLQJ�ZLWK�D�JUDGH�RI�&-�RU�KLJKHU

�)RU�*937�PDMRUV��PRUH�WKDQ���*937�FRXUVHV�SHU�VHPHVWHU�:,//�127�EH�SHUPLWWHG 
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*937�B.S. 0DMRU�5HTXLUHPHQWV 

5HTXLUHPHQWV (see go.umd.edu/gvptbs)� &UHGLWV *UDGH 

%HQFKPDUN���5HTXLUHPHQWV�� 

*937����with a grade of C- or higher � 

*937��� with a grade of C- or higher� � 

2QH�RI�67$7���+��0$7+ ����113,115,1����������� 
or ����with a grade of C- or higher ��� 

$FDGHPLF�:ULWLQJ�with a grade of C- or higher � 

%HQFKPDUN���5HTXLUHPHQW� 

*937��� with a grade of C- or higher� � 

*937�0HWKRGV�5HTXLUHPHQWV�(*UDGH�RI�&–�RU�KLJKHU) 
For approved options, refer to:�go.umd.edu/gvptbs�

*937�0HWKRGV�&RXUVH���������/HYHO � 

*937�4XDQWLWDWLYH�0HWKRGV�&RXUVH�1 ��������/HYHO � 

*937�4XDQWLWDWLYH�0HWKRGV�&RXUVH�2 ��������/HYHO � 

*937�)RXQGDWLRQDO�&RXUVH�(*UDGH�RI�&–�RU�KLJKHU)

2QH�RI�*937�����GVPT�����or GVPT��� � 

*937�&RXUVHV�RI�&KRLFH�(*UDGH�RI�&–�RU�KLJKHU)
For approved options, refer to: go.umd.edu/gvptbs 

*937�&RXUVH�RI�&KRLFH�� � 

*937�&RXUVH�RI�&KRLFH�� � 

*937�&RXUVH�RI�&KRLFH�����������/HYHO� � 

*937�&RXUVH�RI�&KRLFH�����������/HYHO� � 

*937�&RXUVH�RI�&KRLFH�����������/HYHO� � 

*937�6NLOOV�5HTXLUHPHQW�(*UDGH�RI�&–�RU�KLJKHU) �
For approved options, refer to: go.umd.edu/gvptskills �

���ECON200 � 

�� Foreign Language†: Choose one:
a) Elementary level course(s)
b) High school transcript
c) Demonstrate proficiency through elementary level

�-�� 

���4XDQWLWDWLYH�6NLOOV�1 -�%�6��WUDFN �-� 

���4XDQWLWDWLYH�6NLlls 2 -�%�6��WUDFN �-� 
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'LVWULEXWLYH�6WXGLHV� 

5HTXLUHPHQWV�����FUHGLWV� &RXUVH &UHGLWV *UDGH 

1/��1DWXUDO�6FLHQFHV�/DE � 

16��1DWXUDO�6FLHQFHV ��� 

+6��+LVWRU\�DQG�RU�6RFLDO�6FLHQFHV *937��� � 

+6��+LVWRU\�DQG�RU�6RFLDO�6FLHQFHV (&21��� � 

+8��+XPDQLWLHV � 

+8��+XPDQLWLHV � 

63��6FKRODUVKLS�LQ�3UDFWLFH��RYHUODS�
SHUPLWWHG�ZLWK�PDMRU�UHTXLUHPHQW� *937��� � 

63��6FKRODUVKLS�LQ�3UDFWLFH��PXVW�EH�
QRQ-PDMRU�UHTXLUHPHQW� � 

Signature Courses�
�RYHUODS�SHUPLWWHG�ZLWK�'LVWULEXWLYH�6WXGLHV�'LYHUVLW\� 

5HTXLUHPHQWV����FUHGLWV &RXUVH &UHGLWV *UDGH 

,6��Big Question —�� 

,6��Big Question —�� 

'LYHUVLW\ 
�RYHUODS�SHUPLWWHG�ZLWK�'LVWULEXWLYH�6WXGLHV/Signature Courses� 

5HTXLUHPHQWV���—��FUHGLWV &RXUVH &UHGLWV *UDGH 

83��8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�3OXUDO�6RFLHWLHV � 

&&��&XOWXUDO�&RPSHWHQF\�25 
83��8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�3OXUDO�6RFLHWLHV� �—� 

727$/�*HQHUDO�(GXFDWLRQ�&UHGLWV� 

*HQHUDO�(GXFDWLRQ�UHTXLUHPHQWV�PXVW�WRWDO�DW�OHDVW����FUHGLWV 

�67$7����SUHIHUUHG 

5HTXLUHPHQWV�IRU�*UDGXDWLRQ�� 

o (DUQ�D�&–�RU�KLJKHU�LQ�$FDGHPLF�:ULWLQJ�DQG�DOO�PDMRU�UHTXLUHPHQWV 

o (DUQ�D�'–�RU�KLJKHU�LQ�HYHU\�*HQ�(G�FRXUVH�H[FHSW�$FDGHPLF�:ULWLQJ� 

o (DUQ�D�����DYHUDJH�LQ�DOO�FRXUVHV�XVHG�WR�VDWLVI\�PDMRU�UHTXLUHPHQWV 

o ���RI�WKH�ILQDO����FUHGLWV�PXVW�EH�HDUQHG�DW�WKH����-����OHYHO

o ���XSSHU�OHYHO�PDMRU�FUHGLWV�PXVW�EH�HDUQHG�DW�80'� 

o $W�OHDVW����FUHGLWV�PXVW�EH�HDUQHG�DW�80' 

o (DUQ�D�FXPXODWLYH�����*3$�LQ�DOO�80'�FRXUVHZRUN

o (DUQ�D�PLQLPXP�RI�����FUHGLWV 
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† Students may be eligible for an exemption from the Elementary level 
foreign language requirement if they completed foreign language study 
in high school (entire Level 3 with C– or higher) or can otherwise 
demonstrate proficiency. 

Students are strongly encouraged to add a minor or double  major, 
as well as participate in experiential learning opportunities such as 
internships, research, or study abroad.  
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GOVERNMENT & POLITICS B.S.— Graduation Plan

Year 1 Fall Spring 

Complete your graduation plan!

Benchmark 1 Requirements must be completed
within two semesters of entering the major:

GVPT170 with a grade of C- or higher

GVPT201 with a grade of C- or higher

One of STAT100, MATH 107,113,115,120,135,
136, or 140 with a grade of C- or higher

Academic Writing with a grade of C- or higher

Course Credit Course Credit 

ENGL101 (AW: Academic Writing ) 3 AR (Analytic Reasoning)  3 

MA: Benchmark Math (Based on Placement) 3/4 NS (Natural Sciences)* 3 

HU (Humanities)* 3 GVPT201 (SP: Scholarship in Practice) 3 

GVPT170 (HS: History/Social Sciences)  3 Elective 3 

UNIV100 or BSOS361 1 Elective 3 

Elective 3 

Total 16 Total 15 

Year 2 Fall Spring 

Check in with your advisor regarding your benchmark 
progress!

Benchmark 2 Requirements must be completed
within one semester of completing Benchmark 1:

GVPT320 with a grade of C- or higher

Course Credit Course Credit 

OC (Oral Communications) 3 

CC (Cultural Competency)* 

3 UP (Understanding Plural Societies)* 

3 HU (Humanities)* 3 GVPT320  

3 GVPT Methods Course UL 3 ECON200 (HS: History/Social Sciences)  

3 Foreign Language Requirement 4 

Elective 3 Elective 3 

Total 16 Total 15 

Year 3 Fall Spring 

When you’re between 75—89 credits, watch out 
for an email from your Advisors regarding your 
remaining degree requirements!

Course Credit Course Credit 

GVPT200/280/282 3 GVPT Quantitative Methods Course 2 UL  3 

GVPT Quantitative Methods Course 1 UL  3 GVPT Course of Choice 1  3 

Quantitative Skills 1 Course  3 Quantitative Skills 2 Course 3 

NL (Natural Sciences Lab)* 4 SP: Scholarship in Practice (non-major)* 3 

Elective 3 Elective 3 

Total 16 Total 15 

Year 4 Fall Spring 

Apply for  graduation! Course Credit Course Credit 

PW (Professional Writing) 3 GVPT Course of Choice 4 UL 3 

GVPT Course of Choice 2  3 GVPT Course of Choice 5 UL 3 

GVPT Course of Choice 3 UL 3 Elective 3 

3 Elective 3 

Elective 3 

Total 15 Total 12 

Cumulative Credits + Planned Credits = Total Credits 120 

Last Updated:6/3/25 

,PSRUWDQW�3ODQQLQJ�1RWHV� 
·All students must take two Distributive Studies courses
that will also count for the SCIS: Big Question
requirement. (Big Question courses are not listed
separately in this plan)

·8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�3OXUDO�6RFLHWLHV�FRXUVHV�PD\�DOVR�IXOILOO�D�
'LVWULEXWLYH�6WXGLHV�FDWHJRU\��

Elective 
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